
What 

makes 

Kiwis 

tick?
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Address to Rotary 

Club of Blenheim 

South: 

14 November 2017



²ŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅ ΧΦ
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ñA slight that happened to my brother 2000 years ago is 

as raw and real today as when it happened yesterday.ò
Israeli Ambassador speaking to Rotary Club of Blenheim South 

circa 1989



Amazing coincidence
ά¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎέ
Thetitle of¢ƻƴȅΩǎHenleyMBADissertation

The purpose of innovation is 
to create wealth. How have 
we been doing?
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http://www.forte-management.co.nz/resource/Tony Smale's MBA dissertation.pdf
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Amazing coincidence

hǳǊ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ
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For example:

ÅWe are not small ςbut rather mid range

ÅWe have the fourth best qualified workforce

ÅOur markets have never been closer

ÅOnly Ireland & the UK have less Trade Barriers

ÅWe have the best Entrepreneurial Framework

ÅWe have the most Free and Dynamic economy

ÅOnly Finland has less Bureaucratic Barriers



Amazing coincidence

Are we really so innovative?

Inventive YES ςbut we repeatedly fail 
to make best use of that talent.



What is national culture?


